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NCKU Operating Rules for Direct Admission to Ph.D. Programs
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1. The NCKU Operating Rules for Direct Admission to Ph.D. Programs (hereafter,
Rules) are established by National Cheng Kung University (NCKU) in accordance
with the Direct Pursuit of Ph.D. Degree Regulations (£ # L2 3 £ 1 § i 3%2)
promulgated by the Ministry of Education.
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2. NCKU students are eligible to apply for direct admission to doctoral programs with
the following qualifications:

(1) Those who are recommended for direct admission to doctoral programs by
two professors from the original department, institute, college, or degree
program.

(2) Undergraduate program students in the current graduating class or master’s
program students who have completed their first semester of study, with



n

3.

-
A

5.

academic grades and research potential satisfying the criteria of academic
excellence designated by the intended department, institute, college, or
degree program.
Applicants shall pass the screening examination and review process to win
approval from the admission committee of the intended department, institute,
college, or degree program. The list of approved applicants shall be submitted to
the President for approval before they are allowed direct admission.
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The quota of students approved for direct admission to doctoral programs shall not
exceed 40 percent of the admission quota of doctoral students for the corresponding
academic year designated by the Ministry of Education for the department,
institute, college, or degree program. The direct admission quota of a doctoral
program can be reallocated among other doctoral programs within the same
college. However, the MOE-designated quota for each department, institute,
college, or degree program shall not be filled by all students through direct
admission.
The direct admission quota shall be included in the total admission quota
designated by the MOE for NCKU for the corresponding academic year.
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. Each department, institute, college, or degree program may hold a screening

examination for direct admission concurrently with their regular doctoral program
entrance examinations. The format, grading criteria and procedures for the
screening examination shall be administered according to the NCKU regulations
for the recruitment of students into its doctoral programs.
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Each department, institute, college, or degree program shall submit its list of



approved applicants with the meeting minutes of its screening examination
committee and relevant documents to the Office of Academic Affairs by July 31 or
January 31 for further administration.
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Students graduating from the undergraduate program approved for direct
admission to doctoral programs shall receive their bachelor’s degree in the
graduation year. Those who fail to do so shall be disqualified for admission.
Students approved for direct admission to doctoral programs shall not apply for
admission deferment.

Students approved for direct admission to doctoral programs who are allowed to
graduate early with outstanding academic grades and receive a bachelor’s degree
in the current semester shall proceed to enroll in the intended program in the
following semester.
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Students studying in a doctoral program through direct admission may apply for
admission to the master’s program of the original department, institute, college, or
degree program, or transfer to a relevant master’s program under the
circumstances approved by the current department, institute, college, or degree
program, and the President, as follows:
(1) Those who discontinue their study in the program for some reason.
(2) Those who fail to pass the Ph.D. candidate qualification evaluation.
(3) Those who fail to pass the Ph.D. degree examination and who fail to comply



with Point Eight in these Rules.
Those who have been approved by the original department, institute, degree
program or a related master’s program to study for a master’s degree, who have
completed all required courses and thesis, and who have passed the master’s
degree examination administered by the examination committee shall be conferred
a master’s degree. The duration of study in the Ph.D. program shall not be
calculated into the maximum duration of study in the master’s program.
Upon admission or transfer to a master’s program, these students shall not apply
for direct admission to doctoral programs.
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8. At the expiration of the maximum study duration, students who have passed their
Ph.D. qualifying examination, but failed to pass their doctoral degree
examination shall be conferred a master’s degree if their dissertation is approved
by the doctoral degree examination committee as being equivalent to the quality
of a thesis for a master’s degree.
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9. Master’s program students approved for direct admission to a doctoral program shall
not be allowed to take the original master’s program degree examination without a
voluntary application for withdrawal from the enrollment status for direct
admission to the doctoral program.
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10. These Rules shall be approved by the Academic Affairs Council before taking effect.
Amendments shall be processed accordingly.

These regulations were translated from the original Chinese. In the event of any
discrepancies between the two versions, the Chinese always takes precedence.



